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 *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”               

   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  

Worship Service: We welcome you today August 27, 2023, the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Rachael in loving memory of her husband Pete and also Rachel and Pete’s 50th Wedding Anniversary (August 25th).
SPECIAL MUSIC - We thank Jan Quinn and her accompanist Peggy Berra for providing special music today August 27th during Worship Service!
GREETERS: Aug. 27th - Terri Herb, Shirley Miller, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 3rd & 10th - Susan Snyder, Carol Knight, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 17th and 24th - Seth Guertin, Jan Quinn, and 3rd person to be announced. 
ANNOUNCERS: Aug. 27th - Sue Faust; Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: Aug. 27 - Ken Bechtel; Sept. 3rd - Gerry Wiest; Sept. 10th -Scott Miller; Sept 17th - Sharon Fetterhoff; Sept. 24th - Doris Hand. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Aug. 27 & Sept. 3rd - Ken Bechtel; Sept. 10th & 17th - Ed Dobbin; Sept 24 & Oct. 1 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we watch Lesson 5 video on Aug. 27th and discuss  it Sept. 3rd. Please join us. 
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August 27, 2023

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

August 27, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)

 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Sue Faust                  

L:  Nations have flourished and fallen; ideologies have blossomed and withered; rulers have conquered and been conquered.
P:  But the Church of Christ is built on a rock, and neither time, nor enemies, nor hell itself can destroy it.
  L: Come, let us worship the Lord of the church.
      *Hymn -         “The Church’s One Foundation”        Page 277     
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
O God, when the world asks, “Who is this Jesus?” we mumble words about a man from Galilee who lived long ago. We should be proudly proclaiming him as the living Christ, and showing his power by the lives we live. Send your Spirit upon us that we may bear witness to the Son of God, and thus become one of the building blocks of your kingdom. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 138:1-8 (Responsive)                                  
  L: I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; before the “gods” I will sing your praise.
P: I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your unfailing love and your faithfulness, for you have so exalted your solemn decree that it surpasses your fame.
L:  When I called, you answered me; you greatly emboldened me.
P: May all the kinds of the earth praise you, Lord, when they hear what you have decreed.
L: May they sing of the ways of the Lord, for the glory of the Lord is great.
P: Though the Lord is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly; though lofty, he sees them from afar.
L: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life. You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes; with your right hand you save me.
P: The Lord will vindicate me; your love, Lord, endures forever--do not abandon the works of your hands.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God who created and is creating the world, who came to us in His Son, Jesus: To reconcile and save. Who works by His Spirit, Who calls us into His Church to celebrate His presence, to join hands and hearts in service. To proclaim Jesus Christ - crucified and risen - our only hope, in life and in death, and unto the life everlasting. These things we believe in our hearts and will proclaim with our voices. Amen.
Hymn -                          “The Solid Rock”                       Page 404
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Matthew 16:13-20   (Pg. 24 N.T. Pew Bible)   
                                  Ken Bechtel, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Special Music -      “Be Thou My Vision”    Jan Quinn
Sermon:               “Who do You Say That I Am?”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -      “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”          
  
Page 276   
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Aug. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - Special Music - Jan Quinn
Aug. 28 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee Meeting
Sept.  3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - organist Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Susan Snyder, Norine Goss) 
Sept.  4 - LABOR DAY (Holiday) - Church offices are closed
Sept.  5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting 

Sept.  9- 10:00AM - Making Memories Bus Trip Group meeting in Meeting room

Sept. 10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - Special Music: Brad Crum - Fellowship Covered Dish Meal following Worship Service (Please bring a covered dish to share)
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

DEACONS will meet on Tuesday, September 5th at 7:00PM.
ELDERS will meet on Monday, September 11th at 7:00PM.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Brad Crum will share special music on September 10th and Judy Knorr will share special music on September 24th.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Jason Zeigler, (Cary/Carol Miller’s neighbor); Hannah Klinger, (Capitol Rehab & Healthcare Center - for Rehab); Mary Cooke; Esther Masser; Dennis Leitzel;  Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;   Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident); Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Pastor Gail Boyer; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer;  John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Baby Jaylynn 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
BABY CONGRATULATIONS: Belated Congratulations to Carla Baker on the birth of her son, Sylvonyis Harvie Lamar Baker, born on March 28, 2023. He was 6lbs 9oz and 19-1/2 inches long. Proud grandparents are Eddie and Charlene and Eddie Baker Jr. Great-grandparents - late Eddie and Jane Baker.

We pray Sylvonyis and his family have many blessings from God and a healthy, happy life!

                          MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!
FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning on September 10th we will again have Fellowship Meals once a month (the second Sunday of the month). Please bring a covered dish to share (meat or vegetable or dessert) and join us in sharing a meal and fellowship together.
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb. (We would like a committee so it is not on just one person.)
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. Look for more details in the Sept./Oct. newsletter.
PORK ROAST DINNER: Valleys annual Pork Roast Dinner on October 7, 2023, the 1st Saturday in October, from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Ticket Donation: Adults: $15.00, Ages 4-12: $7.50, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Call the church office for more information, tickets will be available soon.
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are still looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget are unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for August 27, 2023

Invocation:  

Almighty God, we come before you to give you our praise.  Come dwell in our presence and make your face shine upon us.  Our ears have been opened and we listen attentively for your word, which brings wisdom and instruction for our lives.  We wait expectantly to confess anew our allegiance in faith.  May your face shine upon us, O God, and may you be pleased with our worship.  In Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture: Psalm 138:1-8 (Responsive); Matthew 16:13-20

Sermon:

              “Who Do You Say That I Am?

There is something that teachers look for.  Parents wait for it.  Pastors pray for it.  What is it?  It is that moment of recognition; a time when the “light goes on” and understanding is found.

Have you ever had one of those times when you meet someone in a store, and they start talking to you as if you are old friends, but you have no idea who they are?  And as you are listening to them you are searching for clues that will unlock the mystery and help you remember who the person is.  If and when you remember, the whole nature of the conversation changes, doesn’t it?  You are more animated, engaged, and the laughter is more genuine.  You ask intelligent questions and nod with real understanding.
This is what happens in our text from Matthew 16:13-20. Surely, Jesus prayed for His disciples to understand who He was.  He yearned for them to understand that He was more than a great preacher or even a prophet.  In this text, Peter seems to finally understand.  It is possible that Peter may have been voicing what the disciples as a group were thinking.  It says,
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”14 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”15 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Caesarea Philippi was a Roman city that was formed by Philip, one of the brothers of King Herod.  It was a Gentile city north of the Sea of Galilee.  It is interesting that Jesus picked this city, which was home to many different “gods” as the place to ask his disciples about what made Jesus distinct.
The question Jesus asked is one of the most significant questions we can ask: “Who do we say Jesus is?”  The answer to this question helps us to see whether a person understands or does not understand the Bible.
Obviously, the disciples had a good sense of what the crowd said about Jesus. The disciples reported, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah and still others say Jeremiah.”  These seem like odd answers.  Elijah and Jeremiah had been dead for centuries! 

The thing to note is each of these descriptions showed that the people knew Jesus was different, a special servant of God. They all see Jesus in the line of the greatest prophets in the history of Israel.  However, it was not enough.

Lots of people today have various viewpoints about Jesus.  Most of those are very positive.  They believe he is a great teacher, a prophet, a revolutionary, and even a man of God.  In each case there is great affection for Jesus.  However, none of these views goes far enough.

Jesus turned the question into a personal question:   Who do YOU say that I am?  The response is the moment of insight Jesus had been waiting for Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Simon was sharing his personal opinion, but the disciples surely talked about this question many times.  I don’t know how you could witness and hear the things these disciples experienced and not wonder:  “Who is this guy?”  Peter may not have been alone in his conclusion.  What Peter says is significant because he is applauded by Jesus.  First, Peter said Jesus was the Messiah.  Peter recognized that Jesus was the promised and anointed one of God.  He was the One for whom all Israel had been waiting.  He was the One to fulfill the promises of God. He was the One, they believed, would make Israel great again.
What Peter says next is quite insightful if not shocking!  He identified Jesus as the Son of God.  In other words, he recognized the “divinity” of Jesus. Most Jews would have considered this statement to be blasphemy.  The idea of calling a human being God was an act worthy of death!  When Thomas saw Jesus after the Resurrection and declared, “My Lord, and my God” it was an equally spectacular claim.  These would not have been words these men said lightly!
By saying Jesus is God they acknowledged His kingship. They recognized that He was more than just another man.  He was God Himself who had come to save them.  Until a person recognizes Jesus as God become man, they have not yet understood who He is.

Have you ever seen one of those 3d Stereograms? They are pictures that are hidden within what seems to be a bunch of dots and colors. To see the picture, you must stare at the picture and un-focus your eyes.  Then something amazing happens!  These seemingly random shapes and colors turn into a 3D image!
This is what it is like to finally understand who Jesus is.  We can look at him, appreciate him, and like him, but until we have seen Him in all His richness, we really haven’t seen him at all!  And once you do see Him . . . it changes everything.  What Jesus said to Peter has been the source of a great deal of debate.  17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.”  20 Then he sternly warned the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
Jesus said Peter could not have understood these truths without the work of God’s Spirit in a sense, “opening the eyes of his soul.” The Holy Spirit reveals the truth of the gospel.  In theology, this is called regeneration. It is the “Aha” moment that leads to salvation.

Jesus gives Simon a new name, Peter (which means Rock). Then Jesus said “upon this rock I will build my church, and the powers of hell will not conquer it.  And I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven . . . “The question is:  what “rock” is the church going to be built on?  Peter himself or was Jesus referring to Himself?

I think the best way to understand the words, is Jesus saying to Peter:  the truth you just uttered (about Christ) is the foundation of the new community of faith followers I am going to build through you - all of you.

So how does this apply to us?
Jesus is God who has come to rescue us.  The same truth that our Lord longed for the disciples to understand is the truth that He wants us to know as well.  Jesus is unlike any historical figure we honor.  He is greater than any person we have ever known.  He is the Lord Himself who has come to rescue us.  No matter where you are in the Sea of Life He has come to save you and lead you home.
If we see Jesus as merely a man, even a great man, we will never truly trust Him for salvation or to lead our lives.  We must understand that He ALONE can save us.  He ALONE has the right to rule our lives.  Until we come to that realization we will always hold back.  We will hesitate to trust Him. Just as a person drowning needs to relax and let the lifeguard bring them to safety, so we must relax and let the Lord do in us what only He can do.
So, the question that needs to be asked is this one:  Who do YOU say that He is?  It is not enough to say the words of Peter (You are the Messiah, the Son of God).  You must understand what those words mean and accept the implications that come with them. If Jesus is who He said He is, then – 
· We need to come to Him for forgiveness.

· We should listen to Him and adjust our lives accordingly.

· We should trust Him as we walk through life.

Stop fighting and running away and instead come to the One who promises to make you into a new person with a new life, purpose, and destiny.
This truth is the basis for salvation so this is where we must keep the focus when talking to others.  Jesus is the key to our salvation.  In other words, rather than point people to programs, to individuals, to authors, to change what needs to be made in behavior or anything else . . . we must keep the spotlight on Christ and what He has done for us.  He alone changes lives and we need to remember that.

The church is God’s agent for reaching the world.  The church has its problems.  It certainly has its critics.  However, the Church is still how God plans to reach the world.  When Jesus talked about the Church He was not talking about a building, an organization, and especially not a denomination.  He was referring to the church as the people of God.  The Church transcends nations, races, genders and generations.
One of the best ways to serve and honor the Lord is in a local church. This is where we work hard, help each other, and look to serve Christ in tangible ways as we set out to accurately teach the truth of God.  When we absent ourselves from the body of Christ we lose a measure of accountability and our theology begins to drift, our disciplines weaken, and we lack the support that comes from a local body of Christ.  We are one church who gathers in different places.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

God of wonders, in many and various ways you speak to your people.  We give thanks and praise you that you speak to us through Jesus Christ, the eternal Word made flesh.  We give you thanks that your Son, Jesus, paved the way for our salvation through suffering on behalf of all your people, and that He now sits at your right hand to intercede on our behalf when we pray.  Hear us, O God, as we intercede for sisters, brothers, and neighbors who are wounded and sick and long to be made whole.  

We pray for those who are sick,___________________.  Help them sense your healing power at work to ease their pain and protect them from anything that might weaken them further.  Bless doctors and nurses and all who support them as daily they minister to their needs.  May clinics, hospitals, and places of convalescence be sources of healing, giving hope to your people.  

 We pray for those burdened with sorrow and grief,___________________.  Comfort and amaze them with the eternal presence of Christ their Savior who can wipe away all tears.  Give them patience to trust in the promise that you will never leave nor forsake us.

We pray for those who seek new beginnings, for whom Christ’s resurrection is assurance that their past is forgiven.  Lead them to Christ where they can be nourished and refreshed.

We pray for peace in our world.  While we live in a country where we have freedom to worship as we please; freedom of speech, freedom to own businesses, a home and land; in other countries it is quite the opposite.  People are oppressed and are losing their lives.  We pray for peace and healing that only God can give.

May we like Paul and Silas pray and sing our praise to you, O God, in spite of our circumstances.  Whether we are sick, or bereaved, or dealing with problems, or in danger, remind us of our calling to be a witness to all the world.  We thank you God for those who have gone before us and passed their faith on to us.  We know that in you alone, true freedom is found.  Christ sacrificed His life so that we could live free.  May we live a life of joy as we see you at work in our lives each and every day.  We Pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father,  . . . Amen

Benediction:  May God fill you with joy and peace.  Live by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

